
February 22, 1978 LB 92

CLERK: Read title to LB 92. The bill was orig1nally
read on January 6, 1377 and was referred to the Public
Health and Welfare Committee. Tne bill was reported t
the floor as indefinitely postponed. The body recon
sidered that action, I4r. President. I t was r e p l aced on
leneral File on February 16 of 1377. I now have amend
ments offered by Senator Goodr1ch. They can be . o u n d
in the Journa l o n p age 274.

SENATOR GOODRICH: Nr. President, members of the body,
I move the adoption of the amendments. What I wanted
to do was adopt the amendments so we' ll know wnat form
of the bill we' re going to be talking about. The amend
ments tnemselves spread the amount of the cost of the
bill over a period of six years. For example, right new
tne counties pay 20 percent of the cost of medical treat
ment for the welfare patients. The state pays about 22
percent. Tne federal government pays 58 percent. The
bill would...the whole purpose of the b111 is to transfer
the counties share of med1cal payments over to the state.
All but four states have done this already. The only
states tnat nave an appreciable amount left witn the co~ties
are '.iebraska, California, New Hampshire and New York. All
the rest of the states have recognized the fact that the
state and tne federal government makes the rules and regu
lations, tne counties don't have anything to do with it.
All tne counties do is adm1nister the program. We are not
touching the admin1stration of the program at all. We are
leaving it with the count1es. The state, since it is go1ng
to be in partnership with the federal government on making
tne rules and regulations, tne state should take over the
counties share of the medical payments. This amendment
would reduce the counties share by three percent per year
over a period of six years. Three times eight 1s 18.

. .

three times six, rather, is 18 percent. We would leave two
percent with the counties. The other 18 percent would be
transferred to the state over a period of six years, at
the rate of three percent per year. That is the amendment
itself. I would ask for the adoption of the amendment.
Then we can discuss tne bill itself.

PRESIDENT: Senato r Chambers.

SENATOR CHAHBERS: Senator Goodrich, under th i s pr og r a m,
tnis Nedicaid program as it exists now, where do the people
come from who are eligible to be assisted in Douglas County?
!!hat county are tney residents of, or wh1ch counties?

SENATOR GOODRICH: All counties of the state.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Can come to Douglas County?

SENATOR GOODRICH: Yes, they can all come. . . . I n f act , a
'ot of them do come to Douglas County. Ii' you want to analyze
the actual roles, they are people that have come to Douglas
County because of the fact...the facilities that are there
to meet the needs that they have.

SENATOR CHA!4BERS: So they don't have to be residents of
Douglas County. Is that correct?

SENATOR GOODRICH: :io. This is statewide.


